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2002 PARK STREET STREETSCAPE AND TOWN CENTER PROJECT 

Sidewalk Layout 
For purposes of safety, in order to assure easy building access and to encourage an orderly layout of street elements, 
the sidewalk has been divided into three functional longitudinal zones: 
1. A Furnishing Zone adjacent to the curb that varies from approximately four to eleven feet depending on 

location of sidewalk extensions. Generally all street tree planting, planters with seatwalls, lighting, street 
furniture, signage and other vertical elements are placed in this zone. 

2. A minimum six-foot wide clear Pedestrian Zone adjacent to building frontages. In many places this zone is 
wider than six feet. 

3. Building Zone: outside the public right-of-way, this area varies from property to property along the length of 
the project area. The Building Zone is generally entirely on private property and is the area between the public 
right-of-way and the building face in areas where the building is set back slightly from the right-of-way line. 
This sidewalk zone is appropriate as the location for outdoor cafes, displaying of merchandise or placement of 
merchant-maintained planting pots as long as they do not interfere with the Pedestrian Zone. 

Sidewalk Paving 
The existing sidewalks in the project area vary in their condition and attractiveness. Most sidewalks are relatively new 
and are in good condition, particularly in those areas that have been associated with recent new development. Other 
sidewalks are in poor condition, unattractive and present tripping hazards. While a detailed survey of sidewalk 
condition has not been undertaken, visual reconnaissance indicates that approximately 70% of the existing sidewalks 
are in good condition and 30% should be replaced, for both functional and aesthetic reasons. 

Sidewalk replacement is costly and results in business disruption during construction. It should be undertaken only if 
necessary, or as part of a well-conceived concept to improve the image of the area. In order to use limited funds in a 
cost-effective manner, the strategy for sidewalk replacement and design includes the following key elements: 

• Existing sidewalks in good condition will be retained. 
• New concrete sidewalk will be installed to replace sidewalks in poor condition. 
• Sidewalks will be replaced with new special paving at all sidewalk extensions described above. In these 

areas, special paving will consist of unit pavers (concrete or brick) installed in patterns related to the 
historic character of Alameda. Artists might also contribute special motifs or medallions as part of the 
paving design. 

• Special paving will also be installed in a band following the back of the curb where utility trenching is 
required for irrigation and electrical lines. This band will be two to four feet wide depending on the 
width of the utility trenching required. The band will consist of unit pavers similar to those used in the 
sidewalk extensions. 

Street Tree Planting 
Initially, existing trees over 3" caliper throughout the entire corridor will be retained. However, many business and 
community members have expressed concerns that most of the existing trees are not attractive or desirable due to their 
dense evergreen canopies, which drop litter and block views and light. In some cases, the shape and size of existing 
tree canopies is also inappropriate for Park Street. Therefore, over time, existing trees that are not the desired species 
will be removed and replaced with the desired species as they age, die, or are otherwise removed during site 
redevelopment processes. Since many of the existing trees are too dense and poorly shaped, in the near term existing 
tree canopies can be thinned and managed to improve their appearance, improve views, and allow sunlight to 
penetrate to businesses, signs and windows. 

Lighting 
Appropriate lighting will create a much more appealing nighttime environment, while still meeting the functional 
needs for vehicular and pedestrian safety and security. Lighting design will follow these criteria for all areas: 

• For the vehicular portion of the street, illumination levels must be provided that are suitable for safe 
operation of vehicles at the design speed of the street. 

• All light sources (luminaires) for street lighting and pedestrian lighting should provide a "white" light 
such as that provided by metal halide lighting(as opposed to the yellowish light that is currently 
provided by the high pressure sodium luminaires in the roadway lighting). White light sources render 
the colors of people and objects much more attractively and true-to-life. Although metal halide 


