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Park Street is one of the major commercial streets in Alameda, and it has a very strong 
sense of identity. It successfully deals with circulation and the combination of 
pedestrian and vehicular ways. The architecture dominates the streetscape, ranging 
from vintage 1880s to 1909 Victorian and Edwardian to 1920s and newer structures. 
The street trees from Central to Times Way were replaced with Gingko and Crape 
Myrtle as part of the phase 1 streetscape project. Phase 2 is scheduled to begin in 
2009 and will modify the plantings between Times Way and Lincoln as well as 
between Central and Encinal. 

From Encinal southward, the commercial buildings are primarily from the 1880s to 
1920s, and they match the residential character to which the street transitions at its 
southern end. Here, there are medium- to large-stature trees and a change to two 
lanes from four; these changes strengthen the residential character of the 
streetscape. 

There are also many new trees between Encinal and Otis that have tremendous street 
canopy potential. Beyond Otis Drive, there is a single-story shopping center 
development that continues to Shoreline Drive without street trees or residential 
buildings. In 1989, the end of Park Street was completely divided from the older 
portion, as there was no consistency between the old and the new parts of the street. 
As a result of tree plantings by the City, there is currently a much better connection 
between the old and new parts of Park Street. 

Existing trees 
The frost in the winter of 1990 damaged and killed nearly all the laurel figs in the 
business district of Park Street; some of them have recently been replaced with 
swamp myrtle, which proved unsatisfactory due to litter and difficulty achieving 15’ 
vertical clearance to maintain visibilty of store signage. In 2005-2006, phase 1 of 
the streetscape project installed Gingkos and Crape Myrtle. There are still several 
cherry laurels and glossy privets throughout the business district. The large 
parkways between Otis Drive and San Jose Avenue are perfect sites for large-
stature trees. 
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Planting Recommendations 
North of Clinton Avenue (in commercial district): Ginkgo biloba ‘ Fairmount’ - 
maidenhair tree 
Lagerstroemia indica x L. fauriei Crape Myrtle ‘Tuscarora’ and possibly other varieties 

South of Clinton Avenue: 

Ginkgo biloba ‘Fairmount’ or ‘Saratoga’ - maidenhair tree. Do not plant ‘Fairmount’ 
under high voltage lines. 
Quercus coccinea - scarlet oak 
*Quercus falcata - southern red oak. Do not plant under high voltage lines. 

Design Recommendations 
Continue to maintain younger trees, and plant new trees in existing vacant locations. 

Park Street should be considered a priority street. Priority actions include removing 
trees that are in decline and planting new ones. 

Phase 3 of the streetscape project will select trees from the tree matrix for the 
remaining portion of the commercial development, north of Lincoln. 

*Experimental or trial. 


